St Patrick’s News

Term 2, Issue 2- May 13th 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
With God our Father watching over us and guiding us, may our
lives be a joyful
celebration of the gifts HE has given us.

St Patrick’s School Values

Term 2
Upcoming Dates
May 20th: Last Day of Naplan
May 24th: Feast of Our Lady
May 26th: National Sorry Day
May 29th: Ascension of the Lord
May 30th: School Eye-Check
begin for Year 1 to Year 6
June 5th: Pentecost Sunday
June 8th: Athletics Carnival
June 9th: Kindy Excursion
June 12th: The Most Holy Trinity
June 13th: Queen’s Birthday
(No School)
June 15th: Stage 3 Soccer Gala
Day
June 19th: Corpus Christ
June 22nd: Stage 2 Soccer Gala
Day
June 24th: Feast of the Sacred
Heart
July 1st: Last Day of Term 2

Mothers’ Day
Last Friday we gathered to celebrate a beautiful mass for Mother’s
Day. We were delighted to have so many mothers/grandmothers
join us. The delight on the childrens’ faces as you sat with them at
mass and then came down for a special morning tea, was just
priceless.
Mothers/Grandmothers - you are such a gift to your family. I hope
that your Mother’s Day was spent enjoying the company of those
you love and being a little bit spoiled!
Secretary’s Day
The School Office is the busy hub of a school! We are blessed to have such
wonderful ladies working in our Office. Huge thanks to Shannan Browne,
Josie Davino and Aida Almeida, who are always ready to help with a smile on
their face. We hope that they enjoyed their beautiful morning tea, flowers and gift. We are so
grateful they are ours.
Students’ Learning Plans
Over the last couple of weeks, student Personalised Plans have been sent home to parents. If
your child has a Personalised Plan (PP), could you please sign both copies and send 1 copy
back to school by 26th May. This plan outlines adjustments made to enable your child to access
their learning. We thank you for your prompt support with this important task as we show
evidence of collaboration in your child’s learning journey.
Second hand sale
As we transition to Winter uniforms, you may find that your child’s long trousers or dress are
now too long (or too short). Their shirt may be too tight or their jacket too short. Your items
however, may be just what someone else is looking for!
We are asking you to send any uniform items (Summer or Winter) that you no longer need, in to
school. The items will be sold for $5 on Monday 16th May. Items will be sold on site only - the
Office ladies are not able to put items aside - it's a first come, first served sale! This coming
Monday, May 16th from 2:15pm.
Updates note Updates for Week 3
God bless you and your beautiful children as we work in partnership at our great St. Patrick’s
Primary School.
Monica Fitzalan
School Principal

Faith Community
Sunday, 15st May 2022: FIFTH Sunday of Easter- Year C
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I give you a new commandment: love one another.
When Judas had gone Jesus said: ‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, and in him God has been glorified. If God has
been glorified in him, God will in turn glorify him in himself, and will glorify him very soon. My little children, I shall not be with
you much longer. I give you a new commandment: love one another; just as I have loved you, you also must love one
another. By this love you have for one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.’
John 13:31-35

Pentecost Party - Save the Date!
Pentecost is the birthday of the Catholic Church; when the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles fifty days after the
Resurrection of Christ. It is a festive time when we celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
On Sunday 5 June, our Parish will be celebrating this significant day with Mass at 10am, followed by an international food
festival, ministry expo and a performance by our school choir. Everyone is welcome to join in this special celebration!
May, Month of Mary
Since the 13th Century, Christians have dedicated the month of May to honouring Our Blessed Mother, Mary. During this
time, Christians across the world offer special prayers to Mary. “In this month, too, the benefits of God’s mercy come down to
us from her throne in greater abundance.” (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1). During this month, we’re
encouraging everyone to pray the Rosary as a family, asking Mary to guide and protect all families in our school and wider
community.
MQOF Parish Links
For the latest news and updates from Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, please visit their website and follow their Facebook
page. Here is a link to their last Newsletter.

Important Dates and Reminders!
Confirmation
ATTN: Year 5 & Year 6
Online registrations close Sunday
26th June. See flyer for key dates.
This program is for students in Year 5 and
Year 6 who have received their First
Eucharist.

Toastie Thursday
Orders due by 10am Tuesday
Pay via Qkr!
Cheese toasties will be served
on Thursday mornings from
8:30am-8:50am to those who
have prepaid

Register HERE

Mary’s Pantry
Provides emergency provisions
and groceries for those who are
struggling in our community.
Open weekdays between 10am - 1pm
Located near the entrance to the Church.
Thank you to MQOF Parish for providing
this support to our families.

Mrs Natalie Coghlan
Religious Education Coordinator
Tell Them From Me (TTFM)
In the coming weeks we will be inviting our students, teachers and parents to provide feedback on their
experience of our school using an online survey. The surveys are an important part of our whole school
evaluation and planning process.
From Monday, 30 May to Friday, 1 July, we invite you to complete the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Partners in Learning
survey. As we value the role of parents and carers within our school community we would greatly appreciate your feedback.
The information you provide will be used to maintain our commitment to working together in partnership to further improve
student learning and wellbeing at St Patrick’s Primary School.
The survey will take approximately 20 minutes to complete. You are able to access the parent survey (20 different languages
available) on your computer or mobile device. Details coming soon.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Library News

May14th: Jayhaan Kumar
May 15th: Tanika Walder-Hodgson & Stella Borg
May 18th: Jasper DelaRosa
May 19th: Ernest Gerado & Rannbir Grewal
May 20th: Ayman Almourtada, George Hontas, Tomoe
Nguyen, Arnav Pawar & Kobe Royeras
May 22th: Chloe Borg
May 23th: Jeeval Kumar
May 26th: Marcus Retamales

Scholastic Book Club has moved to online orders only at St
Patrick’s. Your child will no longer be receiving the Book
Club brochure to take home. Book Club is still very much
alive and available for your children, only it is now all online.
For more information please see the following link:
Scholastic Book Club

eSafety

Uniform Changeover

eSafety’s free webinars provide parents and carers with the
knowledge, skills and tools to support children to have safe,
positive online experiences. More information available
through the following link: Parent & Carers Webinars

By Week 3 of Term 2, we ask that all students are in their
full Winter uniform. For the first 3 weeks, depending on the
weather, children may wear their Winter or Summer uniform
as we transition to Winter uniform.

Mini Vinnies News: World Water Day

The St Pat’s Way

A very big thank you to the Mini Vinnies members for
their initiative in promoting social justice with others in
and out of school. We also thank all those who
supported and sponsored our Mini Vinnies students.
"In the Water Challenge, I felt happy that
we, the Mini Vinnies, were able to raise
over $600. We were able to feel what it's
like for others who have to carry buckets
of water."
- Saige D. (Stage 3 Mini Vinnies Student)
"In the Water Challenge, we walked
around the turf for the whole break,
carrying a bucket of water. From this
experience we learned what it's like for
others to travel far just to get water."
- Savannah T. (Stage 3 Mini Vinnies Student)

Our school reward system is changing. Previously, we used
paper-based shamrock pictures stuck on reward charts in
the classrooms. From Term 2, Week 3 we will be moving to
green gems collected in a container. These will still be
called Shammy’s.
The containers have 3 shamrocks on them. Once a class
reaches the line on each shamrock they get to enjoy a
class-based reward such as free play, a class game, extra
sport time etc.
Once the class container is full, the gems get tipped into a
whole school container. When the school one is full,
students get to enjoy a whole-school reward.
Parents and carers, if students happen to
bring any green gems home, would you be so
kind as to return them to the school as we
have a limited supply.

The St Pat’s Way
Amazing Race
On Friday, 29th April, students participated in a range of amazing race style games and team building activities so they
could practice how to be safe, respectful learners. That’s The St Pat’s Way!
These activities gave students an opportunity to show their knowledge of the school expectations which
they have learnt through our Positive Behaviour (PBS4L) lessons in Term 1.
Students were put in groups which were mixed up from Kindergarten to Year 6 and they
were with different teachers. This meant students had a great time making new friends and
meeting new teachers. We also had a super, special guest visitor who high-fived every student on the day our fantastic Shammy the Shamrock.
One of the activities, involved making ANZAC Day wreaths which were then displayed at the ANZAC Day Liturgy that
afternoon. Students worked on the wreaths collaboratively with older students helping younger ones with cutting, colouring
and pasting.

The St Pat’s Way is what we call our PBS4L program. PBS4L is used in many schools internationally and
aligns positive social and academic behaviours through a school wide system. The aim is to introduce and
teach preventative strategies for improving behaviour in the school.
Thank you to all of the students for showing The St Pat’s Way and being safe, respectful learners during the
amazing race as well as in the playground and classroom since then.
Keep an eye out for more information about our PBS4L program - The St Pat’s Way.

We are
Safe

We are
Respectful

KINDERGARTEN 2023 ENROLMENTS OPEN

We are
Learners
Attendance

Please let family, friends and neighbours know
that 2023 Kindergarten enrolments are now open!
If your child was born between 1st January 2017 and 31st
July 2018, your child is ready for school in 2023.
Please collect an enrolment pack from our school office
between 8:30am and 3:00pm or simply download via the
school website.
https://www.stpatsblacktown.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now
/How-to-enrol
We ask that all families who have a sibling starting in 2023,
advise the Office within the next week so that we can
confirm how many places we have available for other
families.
Please follow THIS link for more information regarding our
Kindergarten Enrolment
Process.

Attendance - Every School Day Counts! Here

Everyday Ready On Time - Morning Bell 8:55 am!
Regular attendance at school is critical to ensuring that every
student has the kind of opportunities in life that he or she
deserves. Non-attendance has a variety of effects on students,
both academically and socially.
If your child is absent due to illness, please inform the school
by contacting our school office and explain absences for the
day by entering in the COMPASS Parent Portal. Alternatively
you can send us an email or call our school office on 8869
6000.
Please note if you enter your child absent days via
COMPASS Parent Portal, the time is not to be adjusted.

If your child is unwell due to COVID
you must notify the school office
immediately.
When a student is away for more than
two days, a Medical Certificate will be
required when returning to school.

Every day at school counts
towards your child’s
learning!
St Patricks Attendance Liaison Officer
Aida Almeida

Library News
National Simultaneous Storytime Wednesday 25th May.
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA). Every
year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, schools,
pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country. Now in its 22nd
successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian
children's book that explores age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for
Foundation to Year 6.
NSS will be held at school on Wednesday 25th May at 11am. Classes will
have access to a digital version of the book, ‘Family Tree’ By Josh Pyke

Office News
Notification of Student Leaving

Leave of Absence

The Diocesan Tuition Fee and School Building Levy are annual fees
billed in Terms 1, 2 and 3. A pro rata fee based on weeks enrolled
for the year is made for students entering the School part way during
a term. If a student leaves the School during a term, no refund will
be made in respect of the remaining portion of that term. Other
School Based Fees for items such as camps, excursions, materials
or technology may be charged to a student's account and are
payable under the same conditions as Diocesan Fees. A Term’s
notice in writing must be given to the School Principal before the
withdrawal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.

If your child is going on extended leave greater than 5 days,
an Application for Exemption Form must be completed
and returned to the office prior to the leave date. Please
complete the following form Application Extended Leave.
This leave will be considered by the Principal for approval.

School Fees

No Toys from Home at School

Dear Parents, you should now have received school fee statements
for Term 1. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact
our school office on 8869 6000.
If you have changed your address please don’t forget to update it by
filling out the following form and returning it to us as soon as

At St Patrick Primary School, we request that children do
NOT bring toys from home to school. Toys brought to school
can disrupt the learning at school. Whilst we understand
that children may wish to carry familiar toys with them to
show their friends, bringing toys from home to school can
create difficult situations to manage. Hence we request that
children do NOT bring toys from home to school.

possible. Change of Address/Contact Details
Many thanks,
Mrs Browne

Please note that any Leave time taken during term will
impact on your child’s learning. Our Diocesan mantra is,
‘Every Child, Every Day’ and students are legally obliged to
attend school every day of the school year. Holidays and
Leave should ideally be taken in school holiday periods.

St Patrick’s Online Communication
Compass Parent Portal - St Patrick’s encourages parents to download the Compass Parent Portal app once
your child is enrolled at our school. It will be our primary communication tool that will facilitate effective
communication between parents and school. All school notes, notices and newsletters will be sent through
Compass.
To access the Compass Parent Portal app, simply download the ‘Compass School Manager’ app, available through Apple
Store or Google Play. It is suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones.
QKR! (pronounced ‘quicker’) Mobile Payment App - St Patrick’s is now a ‘cashless school’. QKR! is an easy to use
mobile phone application that is also suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones. This service is currently available
for all payments except for school fees. Communications will be distributed as new events and products become
available for purchase.
Also follow us on Facebook for the latest news, upcoming events and lots more!
If in need, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 8869 6000.

Please ensure that you are watching our school Facebook page and that
you have signed up for COMPASS as this is how all
correspondence/updates are shared with you.

