St Patrick’s News

Term 2, Issue 1- April 29th 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Term 2 Upcoming Dates

A warm welcome to Term 2,
It was lovely to see so many smiling faces return to school after the
Easter holidays. I hope that your time was relaxing and spent doing
things that you love to do as a family. We were certainly blessed
with beautiful weather for most of the holidays.

May 5th: Tour for Kindy 2023
Families 10am

Today we celebrated a beautiful Resurrection Liturgy prepared by Year 4 teachers.
“Alleluia, He rose from the dead.
Alleluia, He lives in our story.
Alleluia, just listen to him,
His love is our life and our Joy.”

May 6th: Mother’s Day Mass
9:15am

May Christ, Our Risen Saviour, always be by your side to bless you most abundantly and
be your loving guide.

May 8th: Mothers’ Day

Mothers Day
We are looking forward to celebrating Mother’s Day with all mothers and those in a ‘mothering role’
next Friday, May 6th. We hope you can join us at 9:15am in St. Patrick’s church. After mass, Morning
Tea will be served in the Staff Courtyard. We invite any dads who are available, to help serve the
Morning Tea. Please contact the Office if you are able to help.

May 3rd: Diocesan Cross Country
May 4th: Mother’s Day Stall

May 10th: Naplan begins
May 20th: Last Day of Naplan
May 24th: Feast of Our Lady
May 26th: National Sorry Day

We especially remember our Mother Mary on this special day. Our parish, Mary Queen of the Family,
marks Mary our Mother as the queen of all.

When God made mothers, he gave the best he had!
COVID Update:
- A final set of RAT tests will be sent home for each child next week. Thank you to Mrs Almeida for
organising these for distribution.
- Close Contact rule change - This will enable staff and students who are close contacts and have no
symptoms to continue to attend school if they follow guidelines agreed with NSW Health.
- Close contacts attending school will need to adhere to the following in addition to the NSW Health
guidelines:
• They must notify the school if they are intending to return under this provision.
• They should conduct a daily RAT and return a negative result each morning before attending school
for 5 school days.

Please always keep your child home from school if they have any cold or
flu symptoms. This is vital in keeping our community safe.
God bless you and your beautiful children as we work in partnership at our great St. Patrick’s
Primary School.
Monica Fitzalan
School Principal

Stage 3 Camp: Huge thanks to the fabulous team of staff who joined me in supporting our Year 5 and 6 students at the Great
Aussie Bush Camp in Kincumber this week. The children were just delightful and we were so proud of their courage, commitment,
encouragement of others, willingness to ‘have a go’ and positive mindset.

Faith Community
Sunday, 1st May 2022: THIRD Sunday of Easter- Year C
Jn 21:1-19 Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.
Three times Jesus asks Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ and three times Peter answers, ‘You know I do’. Some writers suggest that
the three-fold question by Jesus and the three-fold reply by Peter is intended to balance out the triple denial of Jesus by Peter
at the time of the arrest and trial of Jesus. Where once Peter denied even knowing Jesus, he now declares his love for Jesus
in no uncertain terms. It is a reminder to all of us that there is no act that we can perform that cannot be forgiven by God and
from which we cannot come back.
Toastie Thursday
This year it will be ‘Toastie Thursday’ and all purchases must be made prior to the day via QKR. Orders must be placed by
Tuesday morning at 10am to enable the ladies to process orders. For those new to St. Patrick’s, this initiative is run by our
Mini Vinnie’s team and raises funds to support SVDP. Toasties are served from 8:30 am in the Canteen on Thursday morning,
to those who have prepaid.
Caritas Water Challenge
The Mini Vinnie’s Team will be participating in the Caritas Water Challenge that was postponed last term due to wet weather.
The new date will be Thursday 5th May 2022. We thank the members of the Mini Vinnie’s team for raising funds for such a
worthy cause.
MQOF Parish Links
For the latest news and updates from Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, please visit their website and follow their Facebook
page. Here is a link to their last Newsletter.

Important Dates and Reminders!
Mother’s Day Mass
Friday 6th May 2022 at 9:15am
St Patrick’s Church
Followed by Morning Tea in the
Staff Courtyard.
Photos due today
RSVP by Monday for catering
See LINK for details

Mrs Natalie Coghlan
Religious Education Coordinator

Toastie Thursday
Orders due by 10am Tuesday
Pay via Qkr!
Cheese toasties will be served on
Thursday mornings from
8:30am-8:50am to those who have
prepaid

First Holy Communion
Online registrations close Monday 2nd
May. See flyer for key dates.
This program is for students in Year 4, Year
5 and Year 6 who have received their First
Reconciliation.

Register HERE

Caritas Australia Project Compassion Appeal

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
April 30th: Chaze Cruz
May 1st: Chibuzor Oghor
May 2nd: Holly Jones
May 4th: Zoe Borg
May 6th: Alexander Green
May 9th: Elizabeth Dut, Launga Kalu
May 10th: Isaiah John
May 11th: Melanie Tannous
May 13th: Dominic Ashton & Lomio Ata

Project Compassion
We would like to THANK YOU for supporting our school
Project Compassion 2022. We’ve raised a total of $1062.
Your generosity will empower the world’s most
vulnerable communities to grow stronger and lift
themselves out of poverty.
Please see LINK to how the funds will help.
Mrs Leilua, Mrs HuiHui, Miss Matienzo, Miss Fauni and the
Mini Vinnie’s team

REVIEWS OF OUR SCHOOL

Uniform Changeover

Families looking to enrol at St. Patricks, always look at our
Website and Facebook page. It would be greatly
appreciated if you could add a Review on our Facebook
page, highlighting a positive aspect of our community. St.
Patrick’s is certainly a beautiful community to be part of and
we would love to see your affirmations.
St-Patricks-Primary-School-Blacktown

By Week 3 of Term 2, we ask that all students are in their
full Winter uniform. For the first 3 weeks, depending on the
weather, children may wear their Winter or Summer uniform
as we transition to Winter uniform.

Attendance

Attendance - Every School Day Counts! Here Everyday Ready On Time - Morning Bell 8:55 am!
Regular attendance at school is critical to ensuring that every student has the kind of opportunities in life that he or she deserves.
Non-attendance has a variety of effects on students, both academically and socially.
If your child is absent due to illness, please inform the school by contacting our school office and explain
absences for the day by entering in the COMPASS Parent Portal. Alternatively you can send us an email or
call our school office on 8869 6000.
Please note if you enter your child absent days via COMPASS Parent Portal, the time is not to be
adjusted.

If your child is unwell due to COVID you must notify the school office immediately.
When a student is away for more than two days, a Medical Certificate will be required when returning to
school.

Every day at school counts towards your child’s learning!
St Patricks Attendance Liaison Officer
Aida Almeida

KINDERGARTEN 2023 ENROLMENTS OPEN

Please let family, friends and neighbours know that 2023 Kindergarten enrolments are now open!
If your child was born between 1st January 2017 and 31st July 2018, your child is ready for school
in 2023.
Please collect an enrolment pack from our school office between 8:30am and 3:00pm or simply
download via the school website.
https://www.stpatsblacktown.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-enrol
We ask that all families who have a sibling starting in 2023, advise the Office within the next week
so that we can confirm how many places we have available for other families.
Please follow THIS link for more information regarding our Kindergarten Enrolment Process.

Open Day: 5th May 10am
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Kindy
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Year 1
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Year 5
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Year 6

Wednesday &Friday

NAPLAN
Two tips for supporting your child in
preparation for NAPLAN

● Students are not expected to study
for NAPLAN
● Reassure your child that NAPLAN
is a part of the school program and
to simply try and do their best.

Office News
Notification of Student Leaving

Leave of Absence

The Diocesan Tuition Fee and School Building Levy are annual fees
billed in Terms 1, 2 and 3. A pro rata fee based on weeks enrolled
for the year is made for students entering the School part way during
a term. If a student leaves the School during a term, no refund will
be made in respect of the remaining portion of that term. Other
School Based Fees for items such as camps, excursions, materials
or technology may be charged to a student's account and are
payable under the same conditions as Diocesan Fees. A Term’s
notice in writing must be given to the School Principal before the
withdrawal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.

If your child is going on extended leave greater than 5 days,
an Application for Exemption Form must be completed
and returned to the office prior to the leave date. Please
complete the following form Application Extended Leave.
This leave will be considered by the Principal for approval.

School Fees

No Toys from Home at School

Dear Parents, you should now have received school fee statements
for Term 1. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact
our school office on 8869 6000.
If you have changed your address please don’t forget to update it by
filling out the following form and returning it to us as soon as

At St Patrick Primary School, we request that children do
NOT bring toys from home to school. Toys brought to school
can disrupt the learning at school. Whilst we understand
that children may wish to carry familiar toys with them to
show their friends, bringing toys from home to school can
create difficult situations to manage. Hence we request that
children do NOT bring toys from home to school.

possible. Change of Address/Contact Details
Many thanks,
Mrs Browne

Please note that any Leave time taken during term will
impact on your child’s learning. Our Diocesan mantra is,
‘Every Child, Every Day’ and students are legally obliged to
attend school every day of the school year. Holidays and
Leave should ideally be taken in school holiday periods.

St Patrick’s Online Communication
Compass Parent Portal - St Patrick’s encourages parents to download the Compass Parent Portal app once
your child is enrolled at our school. It will be our primary communication tool that will facilitate effective
communication between parents and school. All school notes, notices and newsletters will be sent through
Compass.
To access the Compass Parent Portal app, simply download the ‘Compass School Manager’ app, available through Apple
Store or Google Play. It is suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones.
QKR! (pronounced ‘quicker’) Mobile Payment App - St Patrick’s is now a ‘cashless school’. QKR! is an easy to use
mobile phone application that is also suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones. This service is currently available
for all payments except for school fees. Communications will be distributed as new events and products become
available for purchase.
Also follow us on Facebook for the latest news, upcoming events and lots more!
If in need, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 8869 6000.

Please ensure that you are watching our school Facebook page and that you have signed up
for COMPASS as this is how all
correspondence/updates are shared with you.

