St Patrick’s News

Term 1, Issue 1- February 4th, 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to the new school year for 2022. A special welcome to new
families and staff who are joining our Catholic community.
A big welcome also, to Father Chadi, who joined St. Patrick’s Parish family,
Mary Queen of the Family, at the end of last year.

Dates to Remember

February 14th: Opening
School Mass - 10am
March 2nd: Ash Wednesday
March 10th: Eye checks for
Kindergarten (more information
will be provided)

I hope that your holidays were restful and gave you an opportunity to spend quality time with your children:
reading, playing board games, going to parks, writing, cooking and playing creative
games that challenge and develop their critical thinking skills.
It is certainly a challenge of today, to help our children develop gross motor,
communication and collaboration skills, along with opportunities to take turns, to
experience losing and to take risks in safe environments.
An extra special welcome to our new little Kindergarten students who have made an
excellent start on their journey of Catholic Education.

March 25th: Feast of the
Annunciation

As we return in these COVID 19 times, I wish to assure you that we have many
protocols and practices in place to ensure that school is as safe as possible.
Measures in place include: Hand sanitising stations, air purifiers in each classroom, staff in masks indoors,
students are highly recommended to wear masks, doors and windows are open to increase ventilation and
some opportunities to learn outside are provided. As well as these, we have staggered break times and
staggered pick up times.

March 29th: Tour for Kindy
2023 Families 10am TBC

Pick up time at the end of the day is to allow children to stay in cohorts as much as possible and it also
allows parents to avoid gathering at the gate. Please remember collection times:

March 21st: Harmony Day &
World Down Syndrome Day

Kindergarten
Year 1 & siblings
Years 2-6
●

“Put on then, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience.”
Colossians 3:12

2:30 pm
2:45 pm
2:55 pm

Weeks 1 & 2

As children don't come out earlier, please wait in your car where you are comfortable and out of the
sun. If lining up, please bring your umbrella!

Parent/Teacher Phone Calls
In Week 4, teachers will be calling parents to discuss student goals, Homework, information relevant to the
grade your child is in, upcoming units of work etc… Parents/carers will be invited to book in for a 10 minute
phone call on one of these afternoons.
Tuesday 15th or Wednesday 16th February. Further details to come.
We look forward to a wonderful year of learning and growing together. Thank you for your
support as we work together to help your precious children become the best they can be!
God bless you and your beautiful children,
Monica Fitzalan
School Principal

Staff
Welcome to new Staff for 2022
We are delighted to welcome the following people to our outstanding team of educators:
Hello St Patrick's! I am Mrs Javidi and I am so excited to be a part of your beautiful school community. I have been
teaching for 22 years and was at my last school, St Angela's for 15 years. I have 3 beautiful daughters and I really
enjoy reading, watching movies, going to the beach and cooking.

Hello St Patrick’s community,
My name is Allison Matthews and I will be one of the Diversity teachers at St Patrick’s for 2022. I am looking
forward to getting to know the students and the school community this year.
I am originally from New York and began my teaching career in the Bronx. In 2007, I moved to Australia and began
teaching at Chisholm Catholic Primary School, Bligh Park. For the last 11 years I have worked at St Aidan’s
Primary School, Rooty Hill where I have taught and worked with all grades.
I am married with three children and a pet dog. When I am not at school I like spending time with my family,
traveling, watching movies, drinking coffee and reading.
I am excited to be training in Reading Recovery and looking forward to working with Stage 3 this year.
Miss Eid joined the St Patrick's school community in Term 4 of 2021. Over the past year, she has worked as a
Teacher's Aide across the Parramatta Diocese. Miss Eid is currently studying a Bachelor of Education
(Primary)/Bachelor of Arts at Macquarie University. Her hobbies include reading, martial arts and theatre. Miss Eid
is glad to be back in 2022 and looks forward to an exciting Term One.
My name is Melinda Parker. I have been teaching in the Parramatta Diocese for 24 years and am returning to
teaching this year after being on Maternity Leave in 2021. My interests outside of teaching include being a mum to
my young children, watching lots of sport (and playing a couple of sports too!), singing, going to musicals and the
theatre, embracing nature, going to the Beach House with my family and helping others. Through personal tragedy I
set up the charity Made With Love - Murrum that I am dedicated to and spend lots of my spare time orchestrating all
of my loyal volunteers. I am thrilled to be joining the St Patrick's Family on a part time basis during 2022.

Staff

Welcome to Kindergarten 2023

Please take a look at Facebook regularly, to see photos of your
children at St. Patrick’s.

Faith Community
Sunday, 6th February 2022: FIFTH Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
Lk 5:1-11

They left everything and followed him.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him listening to the word
of God, when he caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a little from the
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’
‘Master,’ Simon replied ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the
nets.’ And when they had done this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signaled to their
companions in the other boat to come and help them; when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his companions were
completely overcome by the catch they had made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus
said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and
followed him.

Opening School Mass
On Monday 14th February at 10:00am, our staff and students will celebrate our Opening School Mass in the Church. This is
an important time for our community as we formally welcome new students, commission our school leaders and Mini Vinnies,
welcome new staff and celebrate the new school year by sharing the Eucharist together.
Mercy Values
May God guide and walk with us through this new school year. As a school founded by the Sisters of Mercy, we have a legacy of
Mercy Values by which we try to live. Catherine McAuley chose certain Gospel Values that were important to her to help her make
decisions and live her life. She also asked her Sisters of Mercy to use these values to help them make decisions. This is why we call
them Mercy Values: excellence, compassion, respect, service, hospitality, human dignity & social justice.
An education in the Mercy tradition invites us to take up a challenge and it encourages us to develop fully our own God given
talents. At the same time it enkindles in us a desire to assist others so that they too ‘may have life and have it to the full’ (John
10:10).
Here at St. Patricks we strive to live by Catherine McAuley’s Mercy Values and look to Mary, Mother of Mercy as our guide. We are
immersed in the traditions and values of the Sisters of Mercy who founded our school. The year ahead promises to be an exciting
one, with many enriching experiences nurtured by the faith, hope and love of all those in our community.

Mercy Day Celebration
On Monday 21st February, our school community will be celebrating Mercy Day. It will be an opportunity to celebrate and
learn more about our Mercy traditions. To fit with the theme and activities on this day, students are invited to wear red clothing
and walking shoes (sport shoes) to school. Please support our Mercy Works fundraiser by making a donation through our
school QKR Mobile Payment App.
Arabic Sunday Mass
There is an Arabic Mass open to everyone in the parish to attend. It is celebrated the first Sunday of each month at 7.15pm in
St Michael’s Church. The next one is this Sunday 6th February. For more information please do not hesitate to contact Fr
Chadi at the parish office between office hours.
Sacramental Process 2022
The new sacramental dates for 2022 will be available soon. All registrations will be moving to an online platform. If you
enrolled for First Reconciliation, First Communion or Confirmation last year, you will need to resubmit your child’s application
through the electronic format. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact MQOF sacramental
coordinator (Gerald “Ged” Oblea) sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au Ph: 02 9622 1125
For the latest news and updates from Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, please visit their website and follow their Facebook
page. Here is a link to their last Newsletter.
Mrs Natalie Coghlan
Religious Education Coordinator

Collecting Children early

Dancefever Multisport

Please ensure that appointments for students are made
outside of school hours. At the end of the day, notes are
given out and important information is shared. Children are
learning right up until bell time. When you take children out
of class early, it not only causes extra ‘busyness’ for our
Office staff, but can cause your child distress as they are
being called out of class and their peers ask why. Out of
school hours appointments are best practice.

This term, students in Years 3 to 6 will be participating in an
exciting gymnastics program organised by an experienced
external provider, ‘Dancefever Multisport’. Dancefever
Multisport have been teaching dance education programs in
primary schools since 1999 and are currently teaching in
over 750 schools across NSW. Dancefever Multisport

RAT TESTS
Positive Result? Please call school immediately.
●
●
●
●

Tests to be taken each Monday and Wednesday morning
School must be notified if there is a positive diagnosis
Further tests should be delivered to schools next week. We will advise you of how/when these will be
distributed to enable each student to have tests for the following 2 weeks.
Please note that if your child has had Covid in the last 4 weeks, they do not need to test.

Children at school: Any child with COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home and should not return until they have
received a negative test result and are symptom-free. In circumstances where children have other
medical reasons for recurring symptoms, a letter from their GP is sufficient to negate the requirement for a
negative test.

St Patrick’s Online Communication
Compass Parent Portal - St Patrick’s encourages parents to download the Compass Parent Portal app once
your child is enrolled at our school. It will be our primary communication tool that will facilitate effective
communication between parents and school. All school notes, notices and newsletters will be sent through
Compass.
To access the Compass Parent Portal app, simply download the ‘Compass School Manager’ app, available through Apple
Store or Google Play. It is suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones.
QKR! (pronounced ‘quicker’) Mobile Payment App - St Patrick’s is now a ‘cashless school’. QKR! is an easy to use
mobile phone application that is also suitable for both iPhone and Android Smartphones. This service is currently available
for all payments except for school fees. Communications will be distributed as new events and products become available
for purchase.
Also follow us on Facebook for the latest news, upcoming events and lots more!
If in need, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 8869 6000.

Please ensure that you are watching our school Facebook page and that you have
signed up for COMPASS as this is how all
correspondence/updates are shared with you.

Attendance

Attendance - Every School Day Counts! Here Everyday Ready On Time - Morning Bell 8:55 am!
Regular attendance at school is critical to ensuring that every student has the kind of opportunities in life that he or
she deserves. Non-attendance has a variety of effects on students, both academically and socially.
As you are aware, every day of attendance at school adds to your child’s chances of success and achievement from
Kindergarten through to high school.
Every day at school counts towards your child’s learning!
Absences add up quickly. If your child is absent 1 day every 2 weeks over the course of a school year, this will add
up to 20 days loss of education. This is almost half a school term in a year!
If your child is absent due to illness, please inform the school by entering in COMPASS Parent
Portal, or send us an email. Alternatively you can always contact our school office and explain
absences on the day. When a student is away for more than two days, a Medical Certificate will be
required when returning to school.
St Patricks Attendance Liaison Officer
Aida Almeida

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
January 1st: Gabriel Al Houch, Suchada Juntarpoon & David Zheng
January 4th: Lou Deng, Mahati Menon & Miko Panganiban
January 7th: Kalista Derksen, Zalah Garcia, Arayah Garcia & Saviour Saliba
January 8th: Sara Thaker
January 10th: Ethan Borg & Isaiah Florentino
January 16th: Saige DeLuca & Faith Walker
January 18th: Rui Xuan Yu
January 22nd: Divya Kandel
January 27th: Jonathan Angolo
January 30th: Miguel DeVilla & Jessica Weatherby
February 4th: Harbaaz Singh & Savannah Thorp

January 3rd: Araf Alsaadi
January 5th: Ivan Ghazoul
January 6th: Isla Cunningham
January 9th: Snithik Singh
January 13th: Kyle Royeras
January 14th: Manya Shah
January 19th: Anmol Gill
January 24th: Matthew Pavlek
January 28th: Anika Srivastava
January 29th: Diggy Fadlelmula
February 2nd: Tracey Naaba

Office News
Notification of Student Leaving

No Toys from Home at School

The Diocesan Tuition Fee and School Building Levy are annual fees
billed in Terms 1, 2 and 3. A pro rata fee based on weeks enrolled
for the year is made for students entering the School part way during
a term. If a student leaves the School during a term, no refund will
be made in respect of the remaining portion of that term. Other
School Based Fees for items such as camps, excursions, materials
or technology may be charged to a student's account and are
payable under the same conditions as Diocesan Fees. A Term’s
notice in writing must be given to the School Principal before the
withdrawal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.

At St Patrick Primary School, we request that children do
NOT bring toys from home to school. Toys brought to school
can disrupt the learning at school. Whilst we understand
that children may wish to carry familiar toys with them to
show their friends, bringing toys from home to school can
create difficult situations to manage. Hence we request that
children do NOT bring toys from home to school.

School Fees
Dear Parents, you should be receiving fee statements within the next 2 weeks. If you have changed your address please don’t forget to
update it by filling out the following form and returning it to us as soon as possible. Change of Address/Contact Details
Many thanks,
Mrs Browne
Office Administrator

