St Patrick’s News
Term 1, Issue 6 - April 1st, 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
Congratulations to all of you and your beautiful children on a great first term of working together in partnership. Thank you
for your flexibility to the many challenges and changes that COVID has presented us. It is so wonderful that we can have
you back onsite for school celebrations and events.
As we journey through Holy Week towards Easter, let us stop to think about how we are focussing on
a ‘Change of Heart.’ How are we making a difference to others during this season of fasting, prayer
and almsgiving?
This afternoon as a whole school community we will gather together as we mark Jesus’ journey to the
Cross.
As we do this, may we remember how Jesus loves us and how he continues to show his love for us- through the
Eucharist and through each other.
On behalf of all the staff members of St. Patricks’, I wish you and your family a blessed and Holy Easter. May the
Resurrection of the Saviour bring light and happiness to you all.
Principal’s Morning Tea:
Congratulations to the following students who attended the Principal’s morning tea. These students were chosen by their
teachers for having exemplary behaviour in Term 1 and following our school values.
Kindergarten: Sophia Jug, Japji Kaur, Dyllan McCullough, Ravrinjot Kaur
Year 1: Chadi Kashi, Sukhnaaz Kaur, Cara Paras, Hannah Wheelhouse
Year 2: Lilliana Ziolkowski, Dominic Ashton, Anika Srivastava, Pierre Hajje
Year 3: Jacob Gumayagay, Iyana Hamid, Stella Borg, Jeeval Kumar
Year 4: Johnny Yac, Aleisha Knight, Alisi Aho, Isabella Rae
Stage 3: Junxin Yan, Aleeha Brar, Kush Pandey, Vanessa Nuval, Kyle Royeras, Mary Abulail, Cailyn Paras,
Bradley-Wilkinson.
Staffing
Mrs Dunn will leave us today, as she begins Maternity Leave. We wish her many blessings as she
awaits the arrival of her precious little one. Miss Shami who is well known to the children and who has worked
in Year 3 at times during Term 1, will teach 3D for the remainder of the year.

God Bless
Tom Crowley
Acting Principal

Eliaz

Faith Community
Sunday, 4 April 2021: EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Gospel Mark 16:1-7 The women meet an angel at the empty tomb
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified, has risen. When the sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome, bought spices with which to go and anoint him. And very early in the morning on the first
day of the week they went to the tomb, just as the sun was rising. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who
will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ But when they looked, they could see that the
stone – which was very big – had already been rolled back. On entering the tomb, they saw a young man in a
white robe seated on the right hand side, and they were struck with amazement. But he said to them, ‘There is
no need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has risen, he is not here. See, here is the place
where they laid him. But you must go and tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going before you to Galilee; it is there you will see
him, just as he told you.”

Reflection
The discovery of the empty tomb – although so simply told – is an astounding event that completes the Paschal Mystery: the
passion, death AND resurrection of Jesus. Whilst Christ’s willingness to go to his death on the cross was an extraordinary
statement of God’s love for humankind, it is his rising again from death that offers all Christian people hope. It is the second
disciple – the one whom Jesus loved – who is the first to grasp the meaning of what has happened inside the tomb. The gospel
tells us that upon entering the tomb and seeing Jesus’ burial cloths lying there, ‘he saw and he believed’. Unlike the later
encounters with the risen Lord, this disciple recognised the truth and significance of what he saw in the empty tomb. He didn’t
need to see the risen Lord to believe. Perhaps it is he that we today can best identify with. Not in a position to physically
encounter the risen Christ, we are capable of seeing the signs of his resurrection and continuing presence in the world and
choose to believe.
© Greg Sunter
Holy Week
The week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday is called Holy Week. On Thursday we begin three special days of reflection
on the story of Jesus' suffering, death and resurrection. These days are called the Easter Triduum. Special ceremonies are held
in churches on Holy Thursday evening and Good Friday, leading to a great celebration of joy on Easter Sunday: Jesus has been
raised from the dead! Alleluia! Our school community gathered in the Church today for a Holy Week Liturgy which reflected on
the events of Holy Week from Palm Sunday until Jesus' burial. Stage 3 will lead the school in a Resurrection Liturgy on the first
day back next term.
Year of St Joseph - St Joseph Litany Cards
As a special Easter gift and to commemorate the Year of St Joseph, all students were given a St Joseph Litany Card today. We
hope this finds a special place in your home and that you enjoy praying it together.

Parish Links - Social Justice Group
The MQOF Parish Social Justice Group is an initiative of the MQOF parish. It seeks to practically bring to fruition Catholic social
teachings and be a catalyst for social justice in our parish and beyond. Formal social justice initiatives started in our parish with a
simple soup kitchen over thirty years ago, today this legacy continues through various programs including:
●
●
●

●

Collections of non-perishable goods for House of Welcome and Jesuit Refugee Services – both
organisations work with refugees and asylum seekers.
Used plastic bottle collection project - it raises and teaches environmental awareness in our schools as well
as helps fund projects the Social Justice Group is involved with.
Domestic Violence awareness project- According to multiple publications Blacktown LGA, has the highest
rates of domestic violence in the state. We are working on prevention strategies as well as helping those
who need immediate support.
Mary’s Pantry – providing emergency provisions and grocery for those of us who are struggling.

We are very grateful to the staff and students at St Patrick's Primary School Blacktown who have embraced the plastic bottle
collection project and are learning practically how to help the planet.

Parish Links - Sacramental Process
Enrolments are now open for the Sacramental Process! Please register ASAP to secure a place. Enrolments for First Holy
Communion will close in the next few weeks on 16 April 2021. Enrolment forms are available on MQOF website. For the
latest news and updates from Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, please visit their website and follow their Facebook page. Here
is a link to their last Newsletter.
Mrs Natalie Coghlan
Religious Education Coordinator

Library News
This term the library has been very busy with lots of exciting things happening.
We have had the opening of the Premier’s Reading Challenge, where there has been lots of interest and excitement
around reading.
We have had our online Book Fair with many families helping to support our school with purchases which
have amounted to over $2200 resulting in over $600 in book resources purchased to update and add to
our library space.
We have commissioned our Library monitors who meet in our Library every Tuesday to assist in returning books and
tidying our Library space and Street Library.
We have had such enormous interest from our Stage 3 students wishing to take on the Library Monitors role this year that
we have had to undertake a trial period for the term for the students to have a ‘taste’ of what the role entails. We have
created two groups who visit the library for their ‘shift’ every Tuesday.
Congratulations go to the following students who have successfully passed through the trial period and who are now our
official Library Monitors for 2021:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Group A
Filinita Aho
Charbel Hajje
Gurleen Kaur
Lemuela Crasta
Rannbir Grewal
Melanie Tannous
Aleeha Brar

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Group B
Love Saini
Yash Pandey
Nathan DSouza
Rajvir Matharu
Eliaz Bradley-Wilkinson
Sophia Singh
Ariana Orat

Premier’s Reading Challenge
Our Kindergarten and Year 1 Students will be registered by their teachers this year so for the children in those classes
there will be no need to register or log in your books, this will be done for you based on the quality texts read to your
children during school time.
For those students in Years 2-6 It is not too late to participate! If you’d like your child to be in the challenge, please ask
your child’s class teacher for their PRC passwords and read, read, read!
Book Review.
By Ariana Orat Stage 3A
Book Title: Bear And Chook- by the Sea.
Author: Lisa Shanahan
Rating:
My Rating: I rated this book 5 stars because at the start of the book I could tell that it would be entertaining because of
the descriptive language. This picture book has a unique choice of words and has lots of onomatopoeia.
My Favourite Part: Is the part where the Bear enjoys the sea.
NOTE: This book is available for borrowing from the school Library in the ‘Premier’s Reading Challenge’ section. If it is ‘on
loan’ keep a lookout for when it is next available.
Library ‘Housekeeping’
All books are required to be brought back to school by the end of Week 10 so they can be accounted for and
returned back to the shelves ready for borrowing next term. There is no borrowing on the first week back of Term
2, borrowing will resume in week 2 of Term 2, thank you for your cooperation.
Librarian
Mrs Allison Gudaitis

Attendance

Attendance - Every School Day Counts!
As you are aware every day of attendance at school adds to your child’s chances of
success and achievement from Kindergarten through to high school. You play a key
role in making sure your child attends school every day. You do this because you understand
that attendance leads to success, not just at school but later in life. Every day at school
counts towards your child’s learning.
Regular attendance at school is critical to ensuring that every student has the kind of
opportunities in life that they deserve.
Throughout term 2, I will be contacting parents, by phone or letter, of students with an
attendance rate of less than 80% to discuss what strategies can be put in place to improve
your child’s attendance.
Parents of students with an attendance level less than 80% are encouraged to contact Mrs
Aida Almeida to discuss their child’s attendance rate.
Absences add up quickly. If your child is absent one day every two weeks over the course of
a school year, this will add up to 20 days loss of education. This is almost half a school term
in a year!
If your child is absent due to illness, please inform the school by replying to our text
messages, or send us an email. Alternatively you can always contact our school office and
explain absences on the day.
When a student is away for more than two days, a Medical Certificate will be required
when returning to school.

St Patricks Attendance Liaison Officer
Aida Almeida

We thank all parents/carers for their patience and support at this time. Our Number 1 priority is always childrens’ safety
and all decisions are made with this in mind.
Options for pick up include:
1 Buses
2 COSHC
3 Back Gate (a fast, safe option that many parents have moved to). Mr Crowley or Ms Preston are always at the back
gate and students are only allowed to walk off if parents/carers are visible. All students are gone from this back gate
quickly and safely.
4 Come to the Main Gate later (We shut it at 3:25, but most students are gone by 3:20) If you arrive at 3:20, you don't
have to rush off from work, there are lots of parks and you don't have to queue at all!
5 Students wait on the silver seats with their teacher. No students are allowed to walk to the gate to meet parents - if all
students did this we would have over 300 just ‘walking out’ which would be extremely unsafe. We invite a small group of
parents/carers to come in at a time, students walk to you and you exit through the COSHC gate together. This works
extremely efficiently, with the gate opening at 3:10 and nearly ALL students gone by 3:25!!!If you are in a particular hurry,
please consider Back Gate.
For those who wait so patiently and respectfully at the front gate we say a big thank you. Your children learn
those beautiful qualities from you.

Please do not ‘jump the queue’ or ‘join a friend’ who is ahead of you in the queue as this is
not fair to parents who have waited in line prior to you arriving.

Mini Vinnies

Project Compassion 2021 - Be More
Have you ever wondered what the Project Compassion money we raise goes towards? Here are some examples of how
Caritas Australia has used the money raised during 2020 to help improve the lives of many unfortunate families and
communities around the world

To help prevent the spread
of COVID-19 in Bangladesh,
Caritas built handwashing
stations and provided soap
and masks in the largest
refugee camp in the world.

In Tanzania, Caritas has
helped many communities
by improving their access
to safe drinking water.

In the Solomon Islands,
Caritas has helped schools
increase their animal
farming. They now have
enough food to eat and to
sell at the market.

In Bangladesh, Caritas Australia
has provided stoves and gas so
women could cook for their
families. They have also helped
set up makeshift shelters for
refugees to live in.

How can you help?
● Make a donation to Project Compassion
●

Support the Mini Vinnies Water Challenge fundraiser in Week 9

●

Give something up for Lent… there are many ways to put your compassion into action. Whatever you
choose to do, you’ll be contributing towards a more just and compassionate world.

Cash donations can be made directly to your child's class donation box. To make an online donation, scan the
following QR code linked to the St Patrick's Project Compassion account.
On Thursday last week Mini Vinnies had a water challenge to raise money for those less fortunate. Click the link to read
all about it https://drive.google.com/file/d/113miBXQqoQsBjHi-Azqwu7vuiGNEOUzK/view?usp=sharing

Thank you for your continued

support.

Mini Vinnies Coordinators
Miss Nathalie Casten and Miss Liana Blazevic

Today we celebrated the many talents of the St Patrick’s community through our annual Cross Country Carnival. The
positivity was exceptionally high from the School leaders, yr 6 helpers, parent helpers and the students. It was great to
see everyone smiling and trying their best. All our students gave it a shot and never gave up. Every student in the
school ran in the carnival. It was inspirational to see that no one stopped trying and everyone kept going. The attitudes
were amazing and this day will never be forgotten by the Yr 6’s. We would like to thank all of the people who helped on
the day.
A very special thank you to Mrs Harkin for all her hard work. The 4 sport captains Jayant, Adeena, Azri and Georgia did
a great job on their first carnival and their help was invaluable.
By Adeena, Georgia, Azri and Jayant
Please see link below to see the following children that will represent our School at Diocesion Cross Country in Term 2!
https://drive.google.com/file/d/114O--PUQzbMp02MC5oyPP-OnRMMlF8NP/view?usp=sharing

Allergies
St Patrick’s is an ‘allergy aware’ school and aims to
provide a safe environment for all students with the
following procedures:
●

Parents are requested Not To Provide nut products
or foods containing nuts

●

Sharing of food is not permitted

●

Parents are advised that birthday cakes, other
foods or novelty items are not suitable for
celebrating birthdays at school

●

Birthdays are acknowledged at Assembly each
morning.

Car Park Safety/Rules
In the interest of safety, please do not drop your
children at school, either at the gates or near the
church, before 8:30am. If children are here early they
need to be booked in at COSHC or sit and wait with you in
the car until the gates open. Some children arrive 5 or so
minutes early and wait at the church, which is OK on an
irregular basis.
KISS AND DROP: If you wish to ‘Kiss and Drop’, the only
place to do this is in the circle near the church. Here,
children are able to safely exit the cars and walk without
having to cross a road. Adults, please do not get out of
your car and children please exit on the left.
COSHC is available daily, from 6:30am to 6:30pm.
P:0408 835 838 e:coshcstpatricksblacktown@parra.catholic.edu.au

Student Absences and Sick Leave
If your child is absent please notify the school or their
classroom teacher by doing one of the following: write a
note to explain their absence and the date/s
accordingly once they return to school, contact the
school via phone on the day of their absence or reply
to the text message that is sent by the school. If your
child is sick or unwell, please briefly explain the reason
why they are sick or unwell. E.g. “Freddie is absent today
because he has a temperature.” If you respond to the text,
there is no need to send a note when your child returns to
school. A medical certificate is necessary when a child
is sick for more than 2 days.
St Patrick’s Online Communication
PLEASE DOWNLOAD THE SKOOLBAG APP
St Patricks has moved to online communication. Skoolbag is
a free app that can be downloaded to your phone, iPad and
computer as a form of communication with the school.
Skoolbag IS NOT a social media app. It is
available from iTunes and Google. Once you have
downloaded the app to your phone, just search for
St. Patrick’s Primary School and you will see the
school crest.
All school notes, notices and newsletters are uploaded on
this site and you will receive an alert when something is
uploaded or there is an important or urgent announcement.
Also follow us on Facebook for the latest news,
upcoming events and lots more!

Reviews of Our School

Uniform Reminders

Families looking to enrol at St. Patricks, always look at our
Website and Facebook page. It would be greatly appreciated if
you could add a Review on our Facebook page, highlighting a
positive aspect of our community. St. Patrick’s is certainly a
beautiful community to be part of and we would love to see your
affirmations.

Please read the Uniform descriptions carefully, particularly
in relation to haircuts, shoes and bags. A friendly
reminder that boys' hair should be cut in a neat, short
hairstyle (above the collar) with no lines or shavings.
Your adherence to our school policies is appreciated.
We thank you for helping us to maintain the high
standards expected of students in our beautiful Catholic
school.

https://www.facebook.com/St-Patricks-Primary-School-Blacktown-714911
375225324/

School Times
8:30 - 8:55am
3:25 pm

Gates open and morning duty commences
Please sign your children in if they are late.
Pick up ends.

If you are unable to collect your child BY 3:25 pm, please talk to
COSHC, who have places available for students each afternoon.
Please DO NOT drop your child to school prior to the gates
opening at 8:30. It is UNSAFE for your child to be left near the
church - children are often scared and anxious when they come
in if they have been left early and we certainly want your children
to be beginning the day on a positive note! Similarly, if you need
to drop your children to school early, COSHC has care available
from 6:30am each morning.

Notification of Student Leaving

Student Punctuality

The Diocesan Tuition Fee and School Building Levy are
annual fees billed in Terms 1, 2 and 3. A pro rata fee
based on weeks enrolled for the year is made for students
entering the School part way during a term. If a student
leaves the School during a term, no refund will be made in
respect of the remaining portion of that term. Other School
Based Fees for items such as camps, excursions,
materials or technology may be charged to a student's
account and are payable under the same conditions as
Diocesan Fees.
A Term’s notice in writing must be given to the Principal
before the removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be
payable.

The school's bell rings at 8.55am. School starts at
9am.
When students arrive on time they are able to move to
class efficiently and start their lessons. When students
arrive even 5 minutes late, they miss out on the
introduction or plan of the first lesson and their learning is
affected. Parents and carers are asked to ensure that their
children are at school by 8.50am to allow them to take full
advantage of the day’s learning. Gates close at 8:55am.
Please park your car and walk your child into the Office for
a late note if you arrive after 8:55am.

Cash Payments

Ice Blocks

As instructed by The Catholic Education Office, moving
forward we will become a cashless school. It would be
appreciated if all future payments are made by
EFTPOS.
We understand that this may be challenging for families
but we appreciate your efforts to follow this CEDP
directive. We will be a cashless school from the
beginning of Term 2 (excluding fundraisers).

From time to time children will receive ice blocks as part of
their nominated whole class reward or for certain school
events.
If you do not want your child to
receive an ice block, could you
please let the office know.

Thank you
Mrs Shannan Browne
Finance Administrator

March 22nd: Lemuela Crasta
March 24th: Mozamil Wahidi, Hannah Wheelhouse
March 25th: Aariz Khan
March 27th: Ihieoma Oghor
March 31st: Leah Pavlek
April 11th: Jasleen Kaur, Abigail Pelayo
April 16th: Sophia Abulail

April 1st: Alexa Razon
April 3rd: Jasmine Apai
April 4th: Tony Deng
April 5th: Arya Bedi
April 10th: Abigail Chineke
April 14th: Masee Latif
April 17th: Wintley Rimoni

April 1st: Last Day of Term 1
April 4th: Easter Sunday
April 19th: School Resumes
April 22nd: Stage 3 Parish Mass 9:00am
April 23rd: OPEN DAY Tour for 2022 Kindy’s 10:00am
ANZAC Day Liturgy 2:40pm
April 25th: ANZAC Day
April 27th: Mini Vinnies Toasty Tuesday
Stage 3 Camp
April 29th: Kindergarten Excursion

